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2 . flTUEM'8 BKFLEOnONS. 

• 

time oi;affileti<m,' wefeel the neeeaeityof *frf«nd to nn 

ua, and of i^etnilpftoioii to dw«r our drooping spirit, 

can 8inootfiIife*8nigBed path, andhnightenall heridteM 

And ivaely otir Heavenly Father baa already diosen i» 

suchafiriond; one who, when doubt and onc^taintyperi 

will advise ns bow to act, and wh»i misfortone throal 

will be our chief snppoit and eonsoiallon ; who, durijB^ 

fuU tide of prosperity, wiUpartakeof our joys, and who 

'assist our reasoning fRcolties wbem enfeebled and enenA 

It was not by accident or without design, ^'tbat w« « 

into the world. As a part of the great cyston of .nafc 

our destiny is orermled by an all-sedng FrovidenQe^ 

whose designs respecting as we are ignorant, bat who ka 

all, and governs all with wisdom and harmony ; and yA 

everonlmown disasters ipipend, or unexpected hearts a;^ 

}us, tUs preset year; let us bow down with revereooa 
with g^titude to his Dtvlne wilL Whatsoever be our 
whether to mdure the diOIing blasts of penary, or to •« 
the heart-rending anguish of a once dear friend foxfstj 
the ties of affection, let us strengtLen our belief in the 
protecting arm of Gtod. Though dangers may threaten, < 
pcfsecutious aiflict, we will yet look up to that Almi^ 
Puwer which raised our feeble frame to its present stati 
hardihood, wliich cherished the tender bud from all 
i stonns and perils that frowned upon its cximnsion ; we 

• believe tliat lie, who thus protected our infancy, will 

.i .be less the father and the supporter of our old age. 
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RBOARBmo appeanmoes only, we lu 
that snow, so &r from bdng uBeM w uie earth, y*** 
cold and moisture of detriment to trees and i^ 
the experience of centuries teaches as, that toi«Mttt*«i| 
plants, and vegetables, firom the effects of cold, natoM i 
give no better protection than by shielding them with 
which, though seemingly oold, yet shdt^s the eacttli i 
face from fireexing winds, and prasenres adne diegrseof I 
for the preservation of seeds. 

Thus God provides what li necessaiy fSorthe ngppovlj 
nutriment of the worics of his onatioB. Natan is 
active, even when she appeaa inastatoof psvlisetf 
and renders us real serviees at the time she appean 
deny 'them. Observe the providflDoe of Qod exerted fiNn 
good in the rou^est soasoiia, and preparing, without 
assistance on our part, aU the tosasmes of natma. 
such proofs of Divine proteetloii, 1^0 ean doubt wi 
The wonders that Ood p^finms in nature every 
also daBy eflfoets for the preservation of manMnd. 
first often appears useless or pr^Judlslal, alHmaMy 
butes to our felicity ; and often when we imagM ttat^ 
has ceased to interest himself in oorwelfue, bais,- 
completing a part of his glorioos scheme, 
our view, but which unfolding, may be the meaat of 
vering us firom some impending calamity, or procure iMi 
benefit beyond the flight of hope to aspire after, 
however, is not merely destined as a covering to the 
it tends also to assist its fertility, by penetrating 
the surface, and supplying a proper degree of moistara. 

* As the rain oometh down, and the snow tnm htav 
and retumeth not thither again, but watereth the earth, / 
maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to 
^47frer, and bread to the eater ; so shall my word be that 9 
*/ forth oat of my mouth ; it shall not return unto me void 
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m-baii snot on irom Ui^ . 
star in 600,000 yean ; henoe each uk>^ 
sun : and he who imagines that such glorious luminarHita. 
a fonned to shine with an ineffectual light, can haTe ImA] 
ary contracted idea of the Almighty power and 
e number of stars in either honisphere visible to the i 
e is not more than a thousand : with the assistance of 9' 
>od telescope three thousand may be perodiTed, and, eoiiiij 
etter instruments be procorad, there is every probabilt^ 
housands more existing; nay, wnne tery profound pi 
phers have supposed there are atan at indi 
distances, tliat ibsix Ug^t has nofcyetreaehed the earthi 
its creation, although the velodty, with wliidi Ug^ 
is a million times greater than fhatof aeanncm-balL 
though a man may measiue fha vnhretse with his 
he can form only a wry inadequate idea of Its 
extent* 

What a noble, what aa angost sutijeet for meditBttoBJ 
Though the mind of man cannot yet bear to soar with 
steady flight of tiie eagle throni^ tiie boundless regioM 
space ; though he cannot yet grasp within his qiaii Urn i 
lime Tiew of orb endn^bBg orb, eadi in itaelf a 
multiplied without end, attended by millions of 
revolving in matchless order, and harmonious 
each in his silent course, with varied motion ; someiHiiittig 
with a rapidity our senses cannot conceive, others Im 
distant performing their circles with less vdodty ; and al 
these worlds containing myriads of intelligent beings in dt' 
ferent states of felicity and perfectibility. 

If then the utmost stretch of the human fsculties, the i 
most vigour of our reason, cannot comprehend the totality 
t/iese H'orks, nor our imagination expand even beyond 
otrn system, how can we pretend to scan that Almif 
^eiag, at whose word order arose out ot coniQ:^km« «;' 
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